“Don’t spare me Shankar” 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 
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April 3, 1955 
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kumar Amrit Kaur, Kailash Nath Katyu, 


Maulana Azad, Jagjvan Ram, Gulzarn Lal Nanda, 
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Behind Nehru, are the Central 


Pant, Raj 
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Knshnamachan, Swaran Singh, and Chintaman Deshmukh. 
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October Li, 1953 


Nehru and the States 
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BUYING TROUBLE 


Asked for his views on the agitation for Vishalandhra, 
Nehru said that the psychology behind the demand was 


expansionism. 


aoe 


May 3, 1953 
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Nehru and States Reorgan 
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Nehru and the Congress Party December 25, 1960 
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| — rat 3 ae ao sHeN kad | 
THE RECRUITING OFFICE At the table are Sanjiva Reddy, Jagjivan Ram, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri and U.N. Dhebar, while waiting for their 


turn are Pant, Morarji Desai, Krishna Menon, S.K. Patil, 
Nanda and Swaran Singh among others. 


The standards for the Congress candidates for the 
General Elections have been set down—Report. 
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Nehru and Non-alignment 
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and Stalin (right) watch with concern. 





June 25, 1950 
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The world leaders shown here include Stalin, 


Liaquat Ali Khan, and Chou En 
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ehru has sent secret notes to foreign pow- 


ers has been frequently reported in the Press of late. 
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Nehru and Foreign Aid gellen sola ks November 6, 1949 








Making a gift of wheat is US President Truman. 
















7 


volt 
la a 


Ge 


V7 





n I, SOLVED BIG PROBLEMS 
i 





July 21, 1957 






Nehru’s Visits Abroad 


Greeting Nehru on his return from 
abroad are his Cabinet Ministers 
Krishnamachari, G.B. Pant, Lal 


Bahadur Shastri, G.L. Nanda, 


Maulana Azad, Morarji Desai, 
Jagjivan Ram, Swaran Singh, Ajit 
Prasad Jain, and S.K. Patil. 
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Nehru and the Opposition 


The debates between Nehru and the many points of view ranged against 
him in the country delight Shankar. Some of his finest cartoons deal with 
one man’s answers to many voices, angry, rasping, and shrill with 
hopelessness. Kripalani, H.V. Kamath, Rajaji in later years, and 
Masani form the secular opposition. There are also the angry leftist 
militants led by Ajay Ghosh, Renu Chakravarty, and A.K. Gopalan. It 
was a mad exhilarating party. 


Nehru and India’s Neighbours 


Pakistan and, later, China provide the most difficult problems for 
Nehru’s foreign policy. The alternation between hostility and agreement 
with Pakistan on many issues during the Liaquat and Ayub years comes 
out clearly, Kashmir is the central issue. With China, the early 1959 
cartoon is clairvoyant about Tibet. The later sad years of alienation and 
conflict are depicted with a certain restraint. At the very end comes the 
dramatic exhortation to the national will to face aggression, the great 
new genie from the bottle. Among the other neighbours a powerful cartoon 
on the inequities of the Rana regime in Nepal in 1950 recalls the challenges 
of another generation. 


Nehru and Non-alignment 


The pioneering role of India and Nehru on non-alignment comes out 
clearly in Shankar’s cartoons. In the first cold war, both Stalin and Truman 
are deeply suspicious of this new animal, non-alignment; in Common- 
wealth politics also non-alignment comes in. Later in the Nehru years, 
when non-alignment comes of age, it becomes a less exciting subject for 
caricature and comment. Foreign statesmen, Eisenhower, Dulles and, of 
course, Churchill are puzzled and angry. The mathematical apportion- 
ment of blame for aggression in Hungary and Suez is brilliantly por- 
trayed by Shankar. 


Nehru’s Foreign Policy 


Jawaharlal Nehru speaking on foreign policy, on the problems of the 
world, on war and peace, made the ordinary Indian feel a little taller. 
Shankar loved to depict this magnified image. He was, however, never 
completely taken in. One of his greatest cartoons picture Nehru as Don 
Quixote setting out on his happy pilgrimage in serach of world peace 
against all odds. There is also the unavoidable contrast between success 
abroad and incomplete achievement at home, at least in the eyes of the 
political commentator, the critic, the cartoonist. Relations between India 
and the great powers, nuclear disarmament and the politics of aid, all 
figure in Shankar’s cartoons. 


Nehru and Foreign Aid 


Some of Shankar’s most percipient comments are on the problems faced 
by the young nation in economic matters. These are bitter and angry 
sometimes, but reflect the reality of the situation and do not in any way 
criticise Nehru the leader, or his policies, Little India—Nehru—with its 
head crushed between the two blocs (Truman and Stalin) offering aid in 
the late forties, shows how Shankar was always aware of the need to be 
wary of assistance. Towards the end come the problems of foreign 
assistance during T.T.K’s stewardship of the Finance Ministry. Never for 
a moment did Nehru, nor his sympathetic commentator, lose sight of the 
need for safeguarding national integrity when securing foreign assistance. 


Nehru and Planning 

Even belore the ase was framed, Plans were the slap eof political 
lampooning the production of a genes with little relation to ‘reality. 
Over the years, the first, the second, and the third plan are discussed 
with sympathy, but with a great deal of scepticism. V.T. Krishnamachari 
and Gadgil are at the centre of the picture; not the Finance Ministers, 
John Matthai, Deshmukh or T.T. Krishnamachari. 





RN 
SOs 
: eA ES 

Wyse 


46 


Biren 


SASS? 


Bye 


ene 


RY. 
yous 


on 


ore 


Wes 
wee 


SSO. 


SNE 
WIS 


Say 


WA 


rs, 


st 


B40) 
‘ PA 
ASRS ES” 











